Dear Parents,
As we begin to draw the summer term to a close, I think it is important to highlight a few things as
we prepare for the new term. As we reflect upon the term we should remember that so much has
been achieved prior to and including the Covid-19 pandemic, which the pictures above reinforce.
Firstly, I would like to say a huge congratulations to Year 6 as they end the Year. The children have not
had the satisfaction of completing SATS or some of their face to face learning and visits they would
have normally experienced. I have however, been impressed with the significant amount of Year 6
children who have engaged in online learning and where possible, attended in the last few weeks, in
school or online. The children are taking part in exciting activities this week, including ‘I’m a Year 6 Get
Me Out of Here’. We look forward to celebrating their achievements in the last week and in their
celebration assembly. We hope they are as ‘secondary school ready’ as they could be in the
circumstances.
I would like to welcome all of our new families joining us in Reception, Nursery or starting school in
different year groups. I am sure you will understand that we cannot welcome everyone in the way we
would like, but we hope the new year will start positively.
At the end of term, we will be saying goodbye to Miss White (Y1) and welcoming Mr Richardson (Y2).
Miss White will be missed by us all and we value the professionalism and energy she has contributed
to the team whilst she has been with us in both Year 1 and Year 5. Mr Richardson will be joining us,
coming from Northern Ireland in time for the start of term and I am sure he will make a big impact in
school.
In September, we look forward to welcoming the children back and then working with you to address
learning gaps in the autumn term. You will note we are encouraging writing during the summer break
so everyone can keep their hand in. Please complete the writing task and bring it to school on the first
day back. We will also be utilising the online learning ‘Google Classroom’ for home learning and
continuing with Tapestry in EYFS to support learning so please do keep your access to the online
learning. You will see below, that there are further opportunities for summer learning.
The information below is a basic summary of the information you will need as we get ready for next
year. You will appreciate that there is a lot of risk assessment and detail behind this summary, which
we are working through to be as ready as possible for a positive start in September.
It will be understandable that some parents will be nervous about their child returning, (I know some
of you will be delighted!). Please be reassured that we will do everything we possibly can to ensure
we adhere to the Government regulations to maximise safety and the well-being of everyone. We
couldn’t be more excited to welcome the children back and begin the autumn term.
I do hope you and the children have a good summer and that you have a chance to rest. Importantly,
we all need to have an opportunity to find a path forward from this challenging time, mindful that the
virus has not disappeared but hopefully we have been through the worst.
I would like to thank you for your understanding as we have navigated online learning and trying to
return children to school whilst providing key worker provision. I would also like to thank the staff on
behalf of the Governors, who have made a significant effort to personally juggle covid-19 and provide
ongoing learning. Your children are the most precious gifts to the world and education is one of the
most important investments we can make for our children. I look forward to seeing them again, happy
and excited with the playground and corridors of school, buzzing with the sound of children again.

Reopening
Our plan is to open to all year groups on Wednesday, September 2nd (EYFS will be phased as usual).
We will have one training day on the 1st September to enable the staff to be confident of the plans put
in place.
The School Day
We intend to return to a normal day with the start and end times remaining the same. We will create
‘bubbles’ which we will try to keep separate to minimise pupil contact. These will be:
Bubble 1

Nursery and Reception

Bubble 2

Year 1 and 2

Bubble 3

Year 3 and 4

Bubble 4

Year 5 and 6

The children will stay in their class groups (mini bubbles) as much as possible and playtimes will be in
the bubbles. We will vary times and spaces used to ensure these children do not mix in the day as best
possible.
Some staff will move between these bubbles at times. Each bubble will have different entry points in
to school. We are adjusting our curriculum with topics focusing on local studies as we will not be
making any distant visits in the autumn term. Year 3-6 will not be taking part in residentials in autumn
term either – this will hopefully take place later in the year. We will also be planning well-being lessons
within the timetable. P.E. will not take place indoors and where possible, will be outdoors.
Travel to school
In the juniors, we will ask parents to drop off and not stay on the school premises. Infants and EYFS
families will be asked to drop off as quickly as possible and always maintain social distancing (ideally
2m). If children wear a reusable mask to school they will need to keep this in a plastic bag in their
school bag. Disposable masks will be disposed of in school immediately on entry to school. School
Transport (Cumbria County Council) will liaise with school and families about travel arrangements and
protocols.
Hygiene
Students will wash their hands on arrival to school. We have arranged for external sinks to be placed
around school to help facilitate this in an efficient way. We will continue to wash hands regularly and
sanitiser will be available in toilets and classrooms. Additional cleaning will be in place – as it is
presently. Everyone will need to be ready to follow social isolation and testing procedures should
families, staff, the children or members of the community, present with symptoms. We will be able to
support families through procedures should this occur. Bubbles or the whole school, could be required
to isolate at any point, should anyone have symptoms.
Timings
The school day will continue to function as normal. Breakfast Club and After School Club will take place
in the usual way. We will adjust the breaks and lunch times to reduce contact.
Equipment
In the juniors, children will have packs of equipment provided eg pens, glue, whiteboards etc.. (as
normal) children in Year 1 and 2 will have allocated equipment but this will vary depending on the

task. We will ask parents to provide a full water bottle each day, which will go home each day. Please
clean this and return this full, each day.
Breaks and Lunches
Dolce will be providing lunches which are ordered online as normal. The menu will be different and
will reflect that fact the children will need to eat in their classes. Hot dinners will be brought into
classes as we will not be using the hall for lunches. Parents can provide packed lunches and these must
come home each day (no leaving them in lockers overnight)!
Uniform
We are aware that some families may be financially affected by the current situation. If you qualify for
free school meals please follow this link and apply in readiness for September. Anyone who qualifies
will also receive support from school for uniform/visits.
https://www.cumbria.gov.uk/childrensservices/schoolsandlearning/freeschoolmeals.asp
We are placing some brand new and used, uniform (cleaned) in the main entrance of school for
anyone wishing to take these for free. Please do come and have a look for uniform – this will really
help hopefully. There are grey trousers, jumpers and some PE items.
YEAR 6 - We are kindly requesting the current Year 6 children or children leaving school, donate any
jumpers, shorts, uniform, PE Hoodies and trainers to help our other families in school.
PE KIT
Certainly, for the first half term, we will be asking children to come in PE kit on P.E. days to reduce the
need to change for P.E. To ensure the standards of uniform are maintained we are offering a
substantial discount (until Sept) for Year 2 – 6 to purchase a school hoodie for half price from £15 to
£7.50. Please link to our school uniform webshop:
https://www.conistonshop.com/St-Marys-CE-Primary-School_339/school/index.php
Children can wear white T shirts underneath hoodies or purchase the school PE T shirts and other kit.
(normal price). It will be essential to wear navy tracksuit bottoms (no other colours or football strips
please) e.g.
Asda
M and S
https://tinyurl.com/yas9g2la
https://tinyurl.com/ybtn7eko
Next
John Lewis
https://tinyurl.com/y7365wlm https://tinyurl.com/yak7jllu
(other shops/outlets are available)

Sainsburys
https://tinyurl.com/y9dkvn2u
MandCo
https://tinyurl.com/ya923lzy

Attendance and Behaviour
We will be ensuring that children adhere to the highest of standards relating to behaviour for learning
and behaviour in general. We will also expect children to return to school and normal attendance
procedures will resume. We will be holding behaviour reviews following the return to school and
liaising with families should this be necessary.
If you are attending a country which will require 14 days quarantine afterwards, please ensure this is
within the school holiday period and not within September.

Please note – occasionally children who chose to have their ears pierced, do not do this leaving 6
weeks for ears to heal. We do expect children to remove ear rings in P.E. so please arrange this if
needed, as soon as possible.
Being School Ready in September
Both in attitude and focus, we would like families to consider enabling children to be ready to return
with a positive and focused attitude. We will be working on this and ensuring the highest standards of
behaviour and behaviours for learning. We have attached below, various suggestions for keeping
children’s learning ticking over. We have been advised that all assessments will be taking place next
year. This includes:
•
•
•
•

Year 1 Phonics Assessment (June)
Year 2 SATS (May)
Year 4 Online Times Tables Assessment (to x12) (June)
Y6 SATS (May)

Transition
We would have loved to show our new children around school with the school fully functioning so
that the children could meet their new teachers and friends. The current restrictions make this too
difficult. We have however, produced little videos for the children to meet their new teachers and
staff team. Please do share these videos with your children to support their transition to school. Mr
Richardson will be joining us in the last week of summer term and we will be making a video for Year
2 and sending it out before the end of the year.
Nursery

https://youtu.be/A-ylJ8umy0k

https://youtu.be/TfdKEPiZJjQ

Reception

https://youtu.be/2724maYSkOM

https://youtu.be/znDwtXKioio

Year 1

https://youtu.be/1EoDGfuUJy4

Year 2

https://youtu.be/BO4qveMGDL4

Year 3

https://youtu.be/Nd3_AlzxVwA

Year 4

https://youtu.be/h8dvrDF1OzU

Year 5

https://youtu.be/MV205Nw2I7E

Year 6

https://youtu.be/l2CVxiarCfw

This has been a different year in the life of our nation, Kirkby Lonsdale, our school and therefore, our
children. We have achieved so much running up to March and life did change quite dramatically,
thankfully the learning did not stop. There are so many implications and changes necessary as a result
of the virus. We have had to produce a lot of information for you, to adjust for the changes needed in
September. Please do take time to read through this letter and digest the details and necessary actions
you will need to make.
Kind regards

Brian Jones - Headteacher

P.S. Please see the summer information below as we want to support families during the holidays.

Travel, rainy day or just fun activities in the summer break:
Year 2, 3, 4 and 5:

We have invested in a trial of Doodle Maths, Doodle Times tables, Doodle Spelling
and Doodle English. This will prove to be an interactive resource which the children
will love to explore. The app can be downloaded to tablets, etc... We have a free trial
for the summer. Please get the app and use it if you can. Passwords and Usernames
are being sent out before the end of term.
https://www.doodlemaths.com/
https://www.doodleenglish.com/

Make sure you can log onto Times Tables Rockstars over the
summer – passwords are in your planners or ask your teacher
before 17th July:

Click the picture below for the link to the Summer Reading Scheme.

Listen to stories online if your eyes need a rest. Click the picture below:

