18th December 2018
Dear Parents and Members of the School Community,
It seems this year has disappeared in the blink of an eye and we are quickly
moving towards the close of another year. As we busy ourselves with festive
preparations and look forward to celebrations with family, friends and
community it is, sometimes, hard to find time for a moment of quiet reflection.
If you can pause, seizing that moment of calm amongst all the excitement, look
back at all of the special moments and events that have taken place at St
Mary’s CE Primary School during this year.
It is also a time to thank all who have been involved in making this year so
successful.
Firstly, I need to congratulate Mr Jones, his incredible staff team and volunteers
for creating such a wonderful environment for our young people to learn in.
2018 brought our SIAMS inspection which resulted in a judgement of
Outstanding. The report celebrated the uniqueness of St Marys CE Primary
School. Distinctive and explicit Christian values being deeply embedded in
school life. The core values of honesty, trust, perseverance, respect and
responsibility driving all aspects of learning and it was wonderful that our
children were able to express themselves explaining to our SIAMS inspector ,
“people really appreciate who you are” and “everyone is accepted for who they
are” with our values “Making every moment memorable” . It was observed that
our pupils were aspirational for themselves. This is something that the
Governors have also noticed during our visits to school. It is wonderful to see
pupils full of confidence with such a desire to question and learn. Once again,
our end of Key Stage results were superb. This is testament to the all the staff
involved in preparing our Y6 and Y2 children.
The run up to the SATS weeks are always calm and methodical ensuring all
children involved have the opportunity to achieve their full potential. Some Y6
children told me they actually enjoyed SATs week! What an amazingly positive
attitude!

St Mary’s CE Primary School would not be the same without our PTA who
tirelessly fundraise and support our school. I think this year’s Summer BBQ was
one of the most memorable. A perfect summers evening which had been
organised with military precision resulting in a hugely successful event. The
Christmas Fair had a wonderful atmosphere and it was clear that the huge
amount of work that had gone into the evening was appreciated by all those
that attended.
There have been some significant sporting achievements building on a superb
range of opportunities offered last year. There have been some wonderful
individual successes in gymnastics, golf and cross country and some excellent
team success in tennis, cricket, rugby, football, netball and hockey. Our
outdoor education is continuing to thrive further fuelled by Mr Yates’
enthusiasm and energy enabling our children to make connections with God’s
world as the SIAMS inspection highlighted.

This year has been remarkable in terms of opportunities provided through
visits, broadening the children’s confidence and independence as well as
enhancing the curriculum. From day trips to the residential visits to Rochdale,
Liverpool, Hawse End, York and staying overnight at school, the children have
such varied and exciting experiences.
This leads me to thank the parents and families of our children. We really appreciate all the voluntary time given to school and also the time you give supporting your children at home. Homework support, brilliant Home Learning
Projects, charity projects, to name but a few. To have such a high level of
parental engagement in daily school life is a truly distinctive feature of
St Marys CE Primary school and was noted as such during our SIAMS
inspection.
Finally, I would like to wish you all, on behalf of the Governing Body, a peaceful
and joyful festive season.

Jo Gill—Chair of Governors
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